
Reality check
Or, how do you justify the laws?

There is an article about a 29 year old Smithton police officer who was not charged for an 
alleged affair with a 16-year-old girl. The officer was investigated by Illinois State Police for 
allegedly engaging in a sexual relationship with a 16-year-old girl did not face criminal 
charges because the victim's father agreed to let the city discipline him. But that never 
happened!    © 2007 Belleville News-Democrat and wire service sources. All Rights 
Reserved. www.belleville.com 

This got some of us thinking and wondering what the sexual offense rate for police officers is? 
We were able to find this documentation:
www.ucimc.org/content/national-police-misconduct-statistics-released

Working with those numbers, according to the referenced link:

0.08% (1 in 116) officers are cited for misconduct
13% of those are sex offenses/ sex related.
800,000 estimated police officers in the US (that's one per RSO!)
Now let's crunch some numbers...
that makes ~ 6,873 instances of officer misconduct in a 6 month period of which 13% are sex 
related offenses giving us a grand total of....893 sex offenses committed by police officers 
during a six month period from April to Sept 2009 or nearly 18 per state! Estimating for the 
year that would be 1786 sex related offenses for police officers.

That would make about 3% of all new sex offenses are committed by police (1786/63000).
Police officers make up 0.3% of the population in the US (800,000/311,745,000).
Police commit one sex offense per 1,000 officers according to the numbers.
strangers commit less than 1% of all sex offenses. Police officers commit ~3%!
I say forget stranger danger, we have a new worry ... blue danger or pervs in a uniforms.

We're still trying to crunch realistic numbers for sex offenses by profession. Now, according to 
the AP, only 500 teachers were arrested as sex offenders out of 3.5 million teachers, which 
makes 0.014% of teachers committed sex offenses or 0.7% of all sex offenses were 
committed by teachers. The  latest search was for clergy sex offenders since such a big deal 
is made about that. The only number we have found that's recent (2009) is 215 victims of sex 
offenses by clergy.

Oh yes WE must not forget to add in the re-offense rate for people on the registry for new sex 
crimes The June 2002: Department of Justice: Recidivism of Prisoners Released in 1994 
(DOJ-2002) crime from 1994-1997. (DOJ-2002 page 5) we do know this, that during that time 
period (1994-1997): Of the released sex offenders 3.5% (339) Were reconvicted for a sex 
crime over a Three year period So for one year average there was 113 RECONVICTED for a 
sex offense. (DOJ-2003[p2]). Now for the (reality) plug-in (113/63000) We get 0.17% Or 
basically 2/10 of 1%. According to the Department of Justice, most child sexual abuse victims 
are molested by family members (34%) or close acquaintances (59%) (Bureau of Justice 
Statistics, 2000).

http://www.ucimc.org/content/national-police-misconduct-statistics-released
http://www.belleville.com/


Here's the breakdown thus far, in the Percentage of new sex crimes
Close acquaintances (59%)
Family members (34%)
Police officers  3.0%
Teachers 00.7%
Clergy 00.3%
strangers  02.83% those who have not been convicted of a sex crime (note: this could include 
somebody that was met at a party or a street dance and does not necessarily mean an adult) 
People on the registry/previously convicted 00.17%.  

Teachers, Clergy and people on the registry commit fewer New sex offenses than the 
protectors of society, our diligent law enforcement officers. From this information it would 
seem that one of the most single trusted segments of our society, police officers: are over 
14 times more likely to be involved in a new sex crime than people on the registry and 
teachers are over 3 times likely followed by clergy which are twice as likely.  Maybe 
before a police officer applies for a position he/she should be required to go through a sexual 
Predator evaluation?

Before we go any further we should also talk about the overall recidivism rates for convicted 
offenders. The Bureau of Justice Statistics conducted the largest
recidivism study ever conducted in the United States, tracking prisoners from 15 states. This
report examined inmates released from state prisons in 1994 found that 67% of them were
arrested for at least one serious new crime within the first 3 years after release, and fifty-two 
percent of them were re-convicted of a new crime. The highest rates of recidivism (re-
arrest) were for crimes involving stealing: larceny (75%), burglary (74%), robbery 
(70%), possessing of selling stolen property (77%) and stealing motor vehicles (79%). 
Trafficking in illegal weapons was also high at 70%. Recidivism for driving under the 
influence of alcohol or drugs was 51% and homicide was 41%. In this study, the 
recidivism rate for rape was 46% and for sexual assault was 41%. Apparently these sex 
crimes were committed by ex-convicts who had not formerly been convicted of a sex crime, 
because the same report goes on to say that “within 3 years following their release, 5.3% of 
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sex offenders were re-arrested for another sex crime of that only 3.5% were reconvicted for 
another sex crime“ and only 2% of the rapists were arrested for another rape within the 3-year 
study period. Therefore of the 46% of ex-convicts who were re-arrested for rape, 44% 
must not have been previously convicted of a sex crime,but of another type of crime.

No. Released Offenders
Paroled

Rearrested for
a New Sex
Offense

New Sex
Offenses
Over 3-Years

% of New
Sex
Offenses

Average
per year

9,691 Sex
Offenders

5.3% 517 13% 172

262,420 Non-Sex
Offenders

1.3% 3,328 87% 1,109

272,211 All
Offenders

1.4% 3,845 100% 1,281

Source: US Dep't of Justice, "Recidivism of Sex Offenders Released from Prison in 1994." pg-24 Published 11/2003

The study involved 272,111 inmates .In this study, there were 27 times more non-sex offender 
ex-convicts than there were released sex-offenders. The ex-convicts who were not sex 
offenders actually committed six times more new sex crimes than did the released sex 
offenders. This study showed that 87% of new sex crimes in this study were committed 
by ex-convicts, not by registered sex offenders (USDOJ 2003.)
This study looked at only individuals who have a prior criminal record. When one considers
that most sex offenses are committed by those who have no prior criminal record, it is easy to 
see that the vast majority of new sex crimes are committed by someone other than a 
registered sex offender. (USDOJ 1994)

All these numbers and statistics tend to confuse folks and we recognize there are folks who 
will refuse to believe them at all. So, lets bring this into perspective. The June 2002: 
Department of Justice: Recidivism of Prisoners Released in 1994 (DOJ-2002) mentioned 
something most folks have overlooked, and we quote:

The fraction of all crimes that released prisoners accounted for:
The study (DOJ-2002) cannot measure precisely what fraction of all crimes the former 
prisoners were responsible for during the 3 years following their release. The closest measure 
is the fraction of all arrests for the seven serious crimes (murder, rape, robbery, aggravated 
assault, burglary, larceny, and motor vehicle theft). The number of "arrests" is not the number 
of "arrest charges (meaning a person can be charged with multiple crimes)" but the number of 
different days on which a person was arrested.

In 13 states (because of missing data Florida and Illinois could not be in this analysis) from 
1994 to 1997, 234,358- released prisoners accounted for 140,534- arrests (table 5).During 
the period in the 13 states, 2,994,868 adults were arrested for the 7 serious crimes 
according to the FBI.

Therefore, REARRESTS of the released prisoners were 4.7% of all arrests for serious 
crime from 1994-1997." (DOJ-2002 page 5) 

Let us try to understand what this is saying, 95.3% of all serious crime was committed by 
who? New Criminals, not recidivists! Yes, we must acknowledge that, it is possible that 



some of those "new criminals" had records which go back many years. Like the study said, 
we cannot be precise!

However we do know this, that during that time period (1994-1997): OF THE RELEASED 
SEX OFFENDER 24% (2,326) were RECONVICTED for non-sex offenses, and, 3.5% (339) 
were RECONVICTED for a sex offense. (DOJ-2003[p2]). 

Finally, remember that 04.7% above, well what percentage of those folks are actually 
RECONVICTED sex offenders? 2,326 + 339 = 2,665 or .08898%. Therefore, 
RECONVICTION of the released sex offender prisoners was .08898% of all arrests for 
serious crime and   00.0001% for a new sex crime   from 1994-1997. By the    Department of   
Justice: Recidivism of Prisoners Released in 1994(DOJ-2002)REPORT. HIGH 
RECIDIVISM?????  

Or another way to look at it is if a child is molested the chance that is done by a previous 
convicted sex offender is less then one-one thousandths (1/1000)of 1% and the possible that 
it is done a friend, family member, or a person in a trust position (teacher, principle, coach, 
police, therapists, etc.) or a person that has not been caught and is   not on the registry   is 
99.9998%

Where is the high recidivism rate that everyone talks about, there is no empirical data to 
justify the registration and notification laws. With this information I think that we have 
made our point!!


